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PRE CEDENCE 
BETWEEN 
PHTSICIANS and Civilians 
Enquir'd into. 


Have waited hitherto, with no little I- 
patience, to ſee ſome good Effect of that 
Debate, which I thought was happily ſtar- 
ted at a late Meeting of our Unzverſity 


upon the Subject of Precedence, between Pro- 
feſſors of Law, and Phyſick. And, tho' I can't 
join in Opinioa with the worthy Gentleman 
who frſs mov'd in it, I muſt needs fay == 
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Motion was ſeaſonable, and well became him : 
For, beſides that he intended an Honour to a 


Faculty he was promoted above, and was fo 
ſelfaeming as to wave all Debates of that Na- 
ture as long as he was a Party concern'd in 
the Motion, he did what in him lay, to put 


an End by Authority, to a Point in Controver- 


ſy, which had long divided the Gentlemen of 
thoſe two Faculties, and I am very much mi- 
Naken if the ſame Perſon does not hereafter 


prove, as much a Friend to Piety and Learn- 


ing in his other Deſigns, as he has been alrea- 
dy in this, to the Peace and Agreement of 
learned Men. | 


But to my great Diſapointment, little more 


has been ſaid upon the Subject, ſince the firſt 
Debate, than what has been argu'd in private, 
more for the Entertainment of fizg/e Gentle- 
men, than the Uſe and Information of Man- 
kind, * T have heard that the Matter is brought 
to a Compromiſe, and Profeſſors in both Fa- 
culties have agreed to yield Precedence to one 
another, according to their Standing, and the 
Date ot their Commencement. | 
But this to me appears no ſatisfaitory Way 
of deciding a Point of ſuch Importance, And to 


ſpeak freely, it is but drawing a Skin over 


a Wound, and giving it a Face of ſoundneſs, 
when there lies Filth and Purulence w:ithiz, 


which will azorher time break out with more 
Pain, and greater Danger. 


The 
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The Time is approaching, when it will be 
proper once more to bring hit Affair upon the 
Carpet, and I am humbly of Opinion, that the 
Point is of ſuch Conſequence, that it ought not 
to ſubſide, as it has Lone of late, it ſhould 


neither e upon that ſlight Bae, it receiv'd 


at its firſt appearance in Publick, nor be 
huſd up in Silence under the Pretence of any 
vate Accomodation, which the Parties con- 
cern'd have ſince come to, for the ſake of Ci- 
vility and good Manners in Company. 
I am one of thoſe, who love Peace upon a 


good Foundation, and do, for chat Reaſon, no 


leſs admire Truth, upon which alone a {aſ?i27 
Peace can be founded. And as I am qualrfy'd . 
to introduce this Matter ar the next Meeting 
of our Univerſity, and fully determin d to do 
ſo, I thought it reaſonable to give this friend! 

Notice to all Parties that they ſtudy the Point, 
and make themſelves Maſters of it, and give 


it ſo thorough a Canvaſſing in what manner 


they taink fir, as to leave no room for Excep- 
tion and MWrangling when the Queſtion comes 
to be ſolemniy debated in that Aſſembly. 

But, before I come to the Merits of the 
Cauſe it ſelf, you mult give me leave to make 
one Obſervation in the way, concerning the 
importance of Precedence in general, which may 
prove of ſingular uſe to Mankind who are for 
the molt part «nappriz'd of it. | 

AsI remember, there fell a very raſh Ex- 
preſſion from a certain Gentleman (with 
hom it is not uſual ro be ſo wnzwerded) who 
- A 3 ap- 


1 N 


P 
\ 
\ 


* 


* 


* 


. 
ee 


_ 


X 
a ” 


DS... nate ut. 


(6) 
appear'd an Advocate for Phyſicians, when the 
Motion was firſt made, to thruſt them from 
their Place. ie was pleaſed to call it a Wo- 
maniſh Debate, if I took him right; but, as 
much a Friend as I am to his Perjen and Cauſe, 
I will not follow him in that Opinion, and 
will further ſay, the Expreſſion was mean, 
and beneath the Dignity of his Character. 
There is an untind Reflection conch'd in it upon 
a Sex by which much of the Decencies of Life 
and little Morals are ſupported. : And it does 
not agree with that Taſt of Gallantry which 
he is Hought to have, and is very conſiſtent 
with his Profeſſion, and is even wnerateful in a 
Man of that Faculty, which is more in favour 
with che Laazes, than any other, except Divi- 
”y. 223 
But not to inſiſt upon this, I can't think, as 
that Expreſſion impiies, that the Matter is at 
all beneath the Conlideration of the greateſt and 
moſt learned of Men: On the contrary, I think 
the Queſtion was well mov'd, and ſince it has 
been moved, every one {hould endeavour to 
find, on which ſide of the Argument the Ad- 
vantage lies, and I wonder that in this inter- 
val of Parliament and Buſineſs (the uſual Vaca- 
tion of this Kingdom) ſomething has not been 
offered before this time, for the quieting Mens 
Minds. Id is a Difference amongſt his Maje- 
Ky's Subjects which it becomes every healing 


Spirit to compoſe, and is a Duty both of Religion 
and Loyalty. 


1 


n 
I would ask, Is Precedence or Diſtinct ion of 
Place of no moment amongſt Men? are Women 
only concern'd in it? does Society owe nothing 
of Conveniency to it? Is it indifferent, whether a 
Maa fits at a Lachs Elbow or her pert Chap- 
lains ? near a Soop at the Head of the Table, 


or Beef at the bottom. Is there no Advantage 


in the firſt Plate, or the earlieſt Compliment 
of the Glaſs? or the Reſpect of Warters ? or 
in ruling the Books at a Quarter Seſſions? and 
being honour'd with the Caſbion in the Face of 
one's Country ? Is it of no Conſequence to be 
in the Eye of the Government, and does not 
Precedence contribute to that at a Tholſel En- 
tertainment? What are Academical Degrees ſo 
dearly purchas'd for, but PLACE, and can a 
Profeſſor anſwer it to his Traſt or Intereſt to diſ- 
parage Precedence? For what other Reaſon 
in Nature but Precedence, did a great Man of 
my Acquaintance, lately become a double grand 
Componnder for his Degree, and another ande- 
cerve Mankind, or rather decezve Women, and 
ſuffer himſeif to be pronounc'd a venerable 
Man in ſpite of his youthful Looks ? Shall not 
the ſolemn Doctor- — in his Chariot take 
Place of plain Mr. in his, and have the 
Heels of him in Preferment, according to the 
Start he has in Precedence. | 

Give me leave to ſay, that the Notion of the 
in{ignificancy of Place has been of infinite Preju- 
dice o many worthy Men, and of as great Aa- 
_ to others, who have jaſter Thoughts of 
It. 1 


A 2 ach, 


1 


hile Digatty ſinks with its own Weight, - 
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mongſt the reſt, as to which I have obſerved. 


— 


e 
the Scuw of Mankind will naturally riſe above 
it. | 

TI have a pious Concern upon me for all the 
important, Miſtakes of Mankind, and this a- 


a ſtrong Prejudice runs counter to the Nature 
of Things and the Principles of Truth and Rea- 


ſon. Sure I am Nature directs every Perſon 


and Thing to maintain its Scituation, or rather 
not ſo much to keep its own Place, as to aſpire, 
and diſplace others. And the Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe that is a Tendency to the wppermoſt 
Poinr, and an approach to Perfection, and 
therefore, contrary to common Opinions, I 
have ever thought there is Piety in Pride and 
Ambition, and that it is a Virtue to be æmu- 
lous and aſpiring ; and when I hear, as in my 
time I have rel conceited Declamations a- 
gainſt Pride, I ſuſpect it is with the Deſign of 
a Monopoly and to engroſs it, as I have known 
an ingenious School-boy ſpit in his Meſs of 
Porridge, not to abuſe the good Creature, but 
to ſecure it all to himſelf. What is that Domi- 
nion {0 carly given to Mankind, but ſuperiority 
of Power and Place, and then to act up to it is 
nor Womaniſh but Manly. And if that was a 
Precept, I will take upon me to ſay, there is 
not one Point of Daty ſo univerſally and exact- 
ly obſerv'd. „ 5 

And Society has ſo great conſideration of 
Place, that we find wiſe 7 2 made for 
the r:gulating of it, and for ſettling the due pre- 
eminence of all Degrees of Men, and an 
* Bays of. 


. i 
5e of Heraldry for that purpoſe, which may be 
found in almoſt every Houſe of Quality. I could 
go further than this, but for this Reaſon, that 
it is out of my Way, and none of my Buſineſs, to 
determine the Force ot great Examples, and make . 
Concluſions upon Scripture, and perhaps my 
Friends beſt Apology is that the Bible is out of 
the Road of his Profeſſion and Study; but I 
will ſay thus much, that as I have obſerv'd 
Divines to be ſo far ſcriptural in their Carriage, 
as to take the right Hand of Fellowſhip on all Oc- 
caſions, and carry their Diſputes about Place 
4s high as any other fort of Men, ſo their Prac- 
tice (ſuch is my Deference)' is to me the beſt. 
Gloſs upon Daty, and my Conviction, and ſhould 
be his. And this plainly determines the Point 
againſt him, and ſhews the Importance of Pre- 
cedence, and then it will follow in Logick, that 
it taking Place be matter of Moment, to diſpate 
about Place is not Womaniſh or trivial. 

And this allow'd, I am inclin'd to believe, 
that upon this religious Principle all our late 
Promotions of Nobility have proceeded, and 
that ſo many Gentlemen have procured them- 
{elves Titles, not as ſome have injuriouſiy thought, 
that they might take Place of their Berrers, 
but out of a Senſe of Duty, and while ſome 
(alas ! roo many) ignorantly deſpiſe them for their 
worthleſs Ambition, I regard them with ano- 
ther Eye, and honour them for their Piety and 
Courage, and Conſcience, and even Condeſcention 
in being made Great, and do from my Heart 
pitty ſuch as cannot be greater, without 92 75 Ps 

fo 
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505. Indeed the Roll of our Nobility is at 
'  preſentvery voluminous, but no matter for that. 


If there were more of them, ſuch is the duc- 


tilit)y of my Reſpects, I could, with a fmaler 


quantity of Eſteem, do Honour to them al. 
I make the fame Account of Nobility of all 
Dates, as I do of Books. I value the Old as 
uſually more exact, and genuin, and uſeful, tho? 
commonly unletter d, and often looſe in the Bind- 
ing; and I value the New becauſe ————— 
but the Notion is obvious, and I leave my Rea 
der to purſue it. I was led into this Compari- 
ton from the Carioſa Felicitas of thoſe whole 
way it is to paſte their Arms and Titles of Ho- 
nour on the Reverſe of Title Pages, which ſhews 
the Affinity ot the two. My Love to the No- 
bility has made me ſometimes ſeriouſly lament 
the great Damp muſt have fallen on Honour and 
laudable Ambition, had the Peerage Bill ſucceed- 
ed in England, but I had this Conſolation, that 
had the Sluice been ſhut there, the Hood of 
Honour had riſen the higher here, and overfiow'd 
this my zative Kingdom. 

I could here, according to Cuſtom, produce 
in favour of this uncommon Poſition, many 
bright Authorities, and have now before me 
above a ſcore of Quotations, gather'd with - 
finite Labour from St. Chryſofom, by his Inder; 


but, to the diſcouragement of my Learning, the 


Greek Types are not ready, and will not be ert 
till the Iwentieth of next Month, when the 
following Editions of this Work {hall be en- 
richd with learned Languages, in great Va- 

riety. 
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riety. The Author of a late State-Sermon ſhould 7 


have waited, as I do, rather than ſuffer bis 
Learning to look a-/quirt as it does, and make 


ſo frighiful a Figure from the Preſs. I am Maſter 


of the Stochaſtic Art, and by Virtue of that 1 
divine, that thoſe Greek Words in that Dif- 
courſe have crept from the Margin into the 
Text, otherwiſe than the Author intended ; 
and indeed ſome of thoſe Greek Maggors are fo 


wneaſy in and aſbam'd of their Place, that they 


ſeem to be be upon the Crawl backwards, 

I hope what has been offer'd will clear this 
Caſe oi Conſcience, and is ſufficient to ſhew any 
Man of Candor, and who loves and ſearches af- 
ter Truth as I do, the importance of Place and 
Precedency amongſt Men, that the Peace, and 
Order, and Honour of Society is owing to it, 
and as Women have been remarkably ſfreauous 
in aſſerting theſe Rights, I do hereby take 
upon me to return them the Thanks of Man- 
kind (asking Pardon for the Profeſſor's misbe- 
haviour) and do wiſh them Perſeverence and 
Succeſs in all their laudable Attempts of that 
Nature. Let them enjoy the Wall and the 
right Hand ot us from this Day forward, not 


in conſideration of their Weakneſs, or out of 


our Courteſy, but in their own Right, as Patri- 


ots, and ſtout Defenders of the Privileges of 


their own and our SEX. 

But to proceed. It were perhaps a proper 
Method in this, as in other Debates concerning 
Precedency, to appeal to the Herald's Office, 
and be determin'd by uſual and ſtared Rules 

i 3 | | there, 
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there, how Place in this caſe is to be give of 
taten; but a certain Lord has aſſured me upon 
his Honour, that nothing concerning the pre- 
ſent Queſtion is there taken notice of, and 
whatever Orders may be delivered in Heral- 
dry about perſonal Precedence, there is nothiug 
ſaid as to Faculties, except only this, that Doc- 
tors in Divinity, and thoſe not Specialiſts, as 
we ule to call them, #. e. ſuch as have recei- 
ved that Degree by the ſpecial Indulgence and 
undeſervd Favour and Grace of the Univerſity, 
ſhall have a Place immediately above Eſquires 
that are not of Noble Families. 

Upon which Obſervation, if it be true, as 
I fear it is, I have reaſon to apprehend ſome 

Diſturbance in the Country amongſt the La- 

dies there; therefore I do preſent my mot 

humble Service to Madam Wife to a very 

Reverend Divine, D. D. Speciali Gratia, who 

has of many Years paſt, to my knowledge in 

miſtake of her Hus band's Right, taken Place 
at Table of a certain Jultice o'th* Peace's Lady, 
and do adviſe her, that in order to maintain her 

Precedency, ſhe wou'd once more ſend her 

Spouſe up to a Commencement, and engage 

him to perform his Acts, and be readmitted, 

and take up his large Cautionary Bonds for 
her own and her Children's Advantage. 

And I wou'd further obſerve for the uſe of 
Men who love Place without a Title to it ei- 
ther by Law, or Heraldry, as ſome have a 
ſtrange oilineſs of Spirit which carries them 
"- upwards, and mounts them to the top = all 

* om- 


f 
1 
1 
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A miſtical to others; and the Joke is, that by this 


People in Company look upon me as a modeſt 


THY 

Company, (Company being often like bottled 
Liquors, where the light and windy Parts hur- 
ry to the Head, and fix in Froth.) I wou'd ob- 
ſerve, I ſay, that there is a Secret way of taking 
Place without ſenſible Precedence, and conſe- 
quently without Offexce. This is a uſeful Se- 
cret, and I will publiſh it here from my own 
Practice, for the Benefit of my Countrymen, 
and the univerſal Improvement of Mankind. 
It is this. I generally fix a ſort of firſs Me- 

ridian in my Thoughts before I ſit down, and 
inſtead of obſerving privately, as the way is, 
whom in Company I may fir above in point of 
Birth, Age, Fortune, or Station, J confider only 
the Scituation of the Table by the Points in 
the Compaſs, and the nearer I can get to the 
Eaſt (which is a Point of Honour for many 
Reaſons; for Porrecta Majeſtas ad ortum ſolis) 
I am ſo much the higher, and my good For- 
tune is to ſit ſometimes, or for the molt part, 
due Eaſt, ſometimes N. B. E. ſeldom with 
greater Variation, and then I do my ſelt Ho- 
nour, and am bleſs'd with izviſible Precedence, 


means I take Place (for Place is but Fancy) 
of many that ſit above me, and while moſt 


Man, I know my felt to be a very aſſuming 
Fellow, and do oſten look down with Contempt 
on ſome at the apher End of the Table. By this 
Craft I at once gratify my Humour, (which is 
Pride) and preſerve my Character; and this J 
take to be the Art of Life. And ſticking to 

| this 
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this Rule, I generally poſſeſs a middle Place 
in Company, even in the vulgar Account, and 
am at Meat as wife Men would be in the 


World, 


Extremi Primorum, Extremis uſque Priores. 


And to this Purpoſe, my way is to carry a 
little Pocket Compaſs in my left Fob, and from 
that I take my Meaſures imperceptibly, as 
from a Watch, in the uſual way of comparing 
Time before Dinner; or if I chance to forget 
that, I conſider the fcituation of the Pariſh 
Church, and this is my never failing Regula- 
tor. | | 

I know ſome People take another way for 
this, and place themfelves neareſt the Diſh 
they like beſt, and their Ambition is he 
where there Appetite is ſo. Eating well is 
commonly, and with Juſtice, call'd Good Li- 
ving, and their Rule is that of Horace, 


Ut quocunque loco fueris vixiſſe libenter 
Te dias —— 


And it muſt be allow'd as a Standard, their 
Honour lies in their Sromach, as indeed I have 
always thought that contrary to vulgar No- 
tions, the Scat not of Honour only, but of molt 

reat Qualities of the Mind, as well as of rhe 
Diforders of the Body. 5 | 


Give 
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Give me leave to explain my ſelf. I think 
I can reduce to this one Principle, all the Pro- 
perties of the Mind, and by the way, as IL take 
our grand devourer of Fire to have the beſt Sto- 
mach of any Man living, I conclude him 
the greateſt Perſon our Age or any other has 
produced, not excepting Cato's Daughter, nor 
ſhall time altho' edax rerum ever digeſt the 
Memory of one who has a better Appetite 
than even Time it ſelf, but to go on, does not 
the Sromach make Men Ambitions, Covetous, 
Auiorous, Obſequious and Time ſerving, What 
made a certain Judge keep his Place on the 
Bench when his Brethren left it, but his Senſe 
of Honour, . e. his keen Appetite, does nor the 


| Stomach alone carry all Debates in both Houſes, 


and ſupport Parties, and make Court Paraſi tes 
loſe their Dinner ſometimes, that they and theirs 
may Dine the better all cheir Lives after, don't 
we uſe to ſay a Man of Honour Stomachs an In- 
dignity. Is not EngliſhFeeding the Foundation 
of Engliſh Bravery, and good Claret, of fierté 
and French Sprightlineſs. . 
In ſhort Courage, Honour, Wit and Senſe, and 
all Arts and Sciences, take their Riſe here, and 
this an Ancient has obſerv'd, Magiſter artis in- 


geniique largitor Venter, which if ic be true, I 


will take upon me to declare our V ulgar ſaying, 
that Men have Guts in their Brains is a Vulgar Er- 
ror, and ſhould be rectifi'd, and that rather their 
Brains are in their Guts; and when we ſee 
ſome Mea leſs Couragious, Witty or Learn'd 


than others, we ſhou'd pity their bad Stomachs 
1 or 


( 16 ) 
or Indigeſtion, rather than their Incapacity or 


indiſpoſition of Brain: J am fo ſenſible of this, 
that I have of many Years diſus'd, as an Ab- 


furdity, that ſaying to a ſimple Fellow 


God help your Head; but I wiſh him with more 


Propriety, a good Stomach, or a better Din- 
ner. 

I cowd here Chimico-Mechanically reſolve 
Men's Parts into their Feeding, and ſhew 
what fort of Humours and Genius muſt ne- 
ceſſarily proceed from particular ſorts of Meats, 
and explain a great deal of the Heathen My- 
thology by it; but this I reſerve for a Treatiſe 
by it ſelf. yer this I will ſay, that a Writers 
Stomach, Appetite, and Victuals, may be 
judg'd from his Method, Stile, and Subject, 
as certainly as if you were his Me ſs- ſellow, 
and ſat at Table with him. Hence we call a 
Subject dry, a Writer inſipid, Notions crude, 
and indigeſted, a Pamphlet empty or hungry, 
a Stile jejune, and many ſuch like Expreſſions, 


plainly alluding to the Diet of an Author, 


and J make no manner of doubt but 7209 
grounded that ſaying of Helluo Librorum upon 
the lame Obſervation. 

Now, I ſay, it is evident, if this be true, 


that every Man at Meat is moſt honour'd when 


he is molt humour d, or when he fits nearcit 
to that which pleaſes his Palate beſt, and con- 
ſequently that is the firſt Place to him upon 
that Principle, and ſuch Men muſt be allow'd 
to have the trueſt '7afte of Honour ol all others. 
I have obſerv'd theſe fort of People have ye: 

rally 
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rally a great propenſity to roaſt, Beef, and it 
will be granted, that to fit even at the Foot 
of the Table next a Sir-Loin, which is a 
Diſh of Dignity, and of old hereditary Knight - 
hood, is in ſtritaneſs of Heraldry, more ho- 


nourable than a Plaee next the biggeſt plain 


often choſen it. 1W CH 5 

But to return from this uſeful Digreſſion. 
The noble Per ſonage afore mentioned, who 
honour'd me with his Sentiments upon this 
abſtruſe Point, muſt be allow'd to have as 
good a local Memory as any Lord in the 
Kingdom, and has never been known once 
to miſtake, or forget, or recede from that Place 


Country Squire at the upper End, and I have 


of Diſtinction which is due to him. He 


cou'd ſettle the Forms of a Royal Enterrament, 


and adjuſt the Ceremonies of a Coronation, if 
occaſion were; and I muſt add, but that 


he has more Honour than to be officious, he 


cou'd have determin'd that late controverted 
Point of an Exgliſh Biſhop's Place amongſt 
ours, and had ſav'd the Houſe, had he been 
call'd upon, the Trouble and Delays of refer- 
ring to Engliſh Precedents. 
I fay his Lordſhip (whois expert in He- 
raldry, and as communicative ot that uſetul 
Knowledge, as becomes noble Spirits) has 
aſſur'd me, there is no Notice taken in 
that Science of any diſtinction of Place for 
learned Faculties, and for mechanical ones 
ſuch as appear on Collar Days, or riding the 
| B Franchiſes, 


(13) 
Franchiſes, they are below the Thoughts of a 
Man of 4 He pretends not to know 
what — or private —_—_ of Prece- 
dency there may be between Goldſmiths and 
Grocers, Vintwers and Shoemakers. 
I have now before me a Table of Prece- 
dence given me by the ſame noble Hand, 
reaching down from a Prince of the Blood 
to a Country Squire, and regarding every 
Brauch of their Families in the minuteft man- 


ner, which I reſerve for my own uſe, and am 


envious _— to deny it to the World, and 
the rather, that it is to be found in Mackewzy 
and Gmillim, and may be had for half a Crown 
in the Office, ; 

The cafe being ſo, there can be no other 
way as I conceive of deciding a Queſtion of 
Precedency between the two Faculties of 
Law and Phylick, but by enquiring into their 
Antiquity and Dignity, and which ſoever of 


them ſhall appear to be moſt ancient and- 


moſt uſeful ro the World, I preſume the 
World will in Juſtice think fit to have the 
greater Honour for, and give the Precedence 
to. 
I take it for granted, that priority of time, 
ceteris paribus, gives a preference of Place, 
and this naturally, or by common Conſent, 
for that I take to be the meaning of Nature 
in molt caſes, viz. what is found reaſonable 
in it felf, and has been always agreed to by 
Mankind, and is coafirm'd by conſtant and 
un- 


\ bs - * * _ 


co nes nee ea 4 as . on .00 hoes 6 Res Woes Wa Ga a a> So 


(19) 
uninterrupted Practice; and this I deſire 
ſome young Preachets to take good notice of, 
and get by rote. I likewife, by the way, 
take upon me, now I think of ic, to adviſe a 
certain Deacon of 2 Acquaintance, to read 
Doctor Cumberland all through, and twice, be- 
fore he preſumes to plead the Law of Nature 
in the Pulpit, to learn Mathematicks before 
he pretends to demonſtrate there, to peruſe 
Ariſtotle, Tacitus, and the State Tracts before 
he meddles with Politicks, and be able to 
act Eteocles before he attempts Greek Quota- 
tions in his Sermons. What if. Jocaſta or An. 
tigone ſhou'd hear a miſpronunciation from 
the Pulpit, or any other of thoſe young Greeks 
who ſo lately did an Honour to Earipiaes, 
tranſported their Audience into Theves, and 
inſpir'd the old Batchelours on the foremoſt 


| Bench, with that e ui, which they 


ſo handſomly repreſented. 

I fay Time gives a natural right of Prece- 
dence by common Conſent, and hence Age 
is honour'd above Youth, and by it. The 
very Heathens thought it Indecency, and a 
Treſpaſs in point of Manners, f juvenis ſent 
non aſſurrexerit, if a young Man did not rife up 
and give way to an older; and the Canoniſts I 
hope will be ingenuous enough to own, tho? in 
this Argument againſt their Brethren the Ci- 
vilians, that it wasa Rule of the Primitive 
Church, that a Deacon ſhould nor fir in the 
Preſence of a Presbyter : In a word, * 
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( 20 )' 
and Experiehce, which are divine Qualities, 
are the Properties of Age, and make it ho- 
nourable, and Youth in the want of them 
contemptible. c ä 
But I don't ſay this to mortify or diſcou- 
rage young Men. I wou'd not by any means 
have them deſpiſe themſelves, for that is the 
ready way to be deſpis'd by others, and the 
conſequences of Contempt are fatal. For my 
part, I take Self-conceit and Opinionativeneſs 
to be of all others the molt uſeful and profi- 
table quality of the Mind. It has, to my 


knowledge, made Biſhops, and Judges, and 


{mart Writers, and pretty Fellows, and plea- 
fant Companions, and good Preachers. It 
isa ſure way of being agreeable to the La- 
dies, whoever judge of Men as they obſerve 
Men do of themſelves. It all Men were to 
have the ſame Opinion. of themſelves that o- 
thers have of them, there would not be, out 
of meer Shame, above two Sermons next 


Sanday in this large City, nor five Lawyers 


ro go through with the Buſineſs of next Term. 
Seli-conceit ſupports the Dignity of Church 
and State, and I pronounce him an Enemy 

Much leſs do I intend any trouble to young 
Clergy men of the Caurt or Cuy by the 
foregoing Remark, as if becauſe Deacons of 


old us d to ſtand before Presbyters, that now 


it were fit to riſe when they come in, or give 
the Civility of the Hat or Wall to any ruſty 


Run 
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Num in the Street, I know the Inconvenience 
of that miſtaken piece of old Breeding to 
both Parties, and think it prudently laid a- 


| fide. It is reſpect to an old Parſon not to o- 


blige him to uncover in the Cold, and un- 
ſocket his Head with both Hands, and ſo dag- 
gle his Gown our of Ceremony; it is the 
ame reſpect to a ſpruce Bob to let it lie quiet 
and undiſturbed in its Hat-caſe. I know no 
reaſon why Powder and Oil ſhould ſubmit 
to Greaſe and Greyneſs, that a white Wig 
ould lower to hoary Hair, or a bruſh'd Bea- 
ver ſtrike to a Carolina- Hat with Stays. 

I cannot forbear here to applaud the pre- 
ſent refinement of Eccleſiaſticks in their Ha- 
bits, and ſay they are more primitive and 
regular in their Dreſs than thoſe of any Age 
before them. A Clergyman ought to be 
1b i. e. not as we read it of good Behaviour 
but well dreſs'd, as indeed nothing contri- 
butes more to polite Behaviour than good 
Cloaths. This is a various reading, and 


here I obſerve for the uſe of young Sta- 


gers in Divinity, that nothing will bring 
them into greater Repute for deep Learning, 
than to enterprize in Criticiſm, and adven- 
ture. betimes to change rhe-common reading 
of any Text in the Bible. This ſingle Word 
is, in my Opinion, enough to vindicate their 


Silks and Velvets againſt all the Fanaticks in 


Chriſteadom, and our own Canons to back 
them. 5 
| B 3 It 
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„ 
It is an old Obſeruvation, that Piety is 
| moſtly ſupported by the Female Sex, fo that ! 
| | whatever is agreeable to them is for the ad- 


"0 vantage of Religion, and | conſequently. the 
" Clergy ſhou'd dreſs in reſpect to the Ladies, 
1 (i. e.) for the Good of the Church: And in- 
i deed I have known ſome of the younger 


1 fort, that could not Preach with a reffled 
1k Band, or a Wig out of Carl; and a certain 
. Lady of my acquaintance, very religious, and 
who had a good taſte of Men, always made 
a Judgment from the Air and Dreſs of the 
Preacher, and never reliſned any Doctrine 
that came not recommended with a Scarf and 
a Diamond: Ring. I am not one that 
Ambitigſa rocidet or namenta, wou'd ſtrip the 
you Clergy, and retrench their decencies of 
| Dreſs: So far from it, that I wiſh them with 
{l all my Heart greater Elegance, and finer Ap- 
l parel. Well fare the Heart of that iprightly 
11 Youth, a Deacon of this Church, who I 
111 foreſee ſhall firſt adventure to hoop his Ca- 
It nonical Coat, and border his Band or Shirt 
11 with Mechlin-Lace, or a modeſt Fringe. 
| But to return from this Incident to my Sub- 
ject again (from which a vaſt impetuous 
0 Force of Wit, and Learning, and love of 
8 my Country have led me Deviaus) the ni- 
| ceſt Logicians will allow ir à fair way of ar- 
if guing in all Caſes, to refer to Things what 
| is true as to Perſons, and therefore I canclude, 
it Phylack be a Faculty more ancient _ 
that 


6230 


fore ix, (i. e. takes Place of it; ad 


as the Occaſion of it; as old indeed; within 
a few Days as Mankind, Which ean by no 
means be faid bf the other, in compariſon; 
Upſtare Profeſſion, unleſs any one will be fo 
hardy to affirm, there was a Doctor's- Com. 
mons: or Biſhop's-Court in Paradiſe. - And 
if any Man ſhould inſiſt to know the Year 
and Day of the Riſe of Phy fick, I take him to 
be ignorant of Religion and Hiſtory, and will 
diſdain an Anſwer; tho? I couldcell him not 
only what the firſt Diſtemper was, and that 
Epidemical, viz. a Falling Sickneſs, but al- 
ſo who it was that cur'd ic; but I don't 
_ fit to gratify Dullneſs and Ignorance 
r. 14 

I have ever bland St. Jerom in my Heart 
for Indiſcretion, that when fome pragmati- 
cal Deacons fet up for Equality with Presby- 
ters, he to humble them, made Presbyters 
equal in effect to Biſhops ; and J could do 
ſomething of the fame kind in the preſent 
Diſpute, and ſhew thoſe aſſuming Civilians, 
that they can with fo little Reaſon arrogate a 
Place above Phyſicians, or an Equality with 
them, that, in my humble Opinion, ſome 
Faculties which they have in contempt, awe 
faperiorto them in point of Time. which I 
have already prov'd to be the natural Ground 
of Frecedency; and it is enou 
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to name the excellent Faculties of Muſick and 


Poetry, whoſe Autiquity, I think, no Man of 


Senſe or Modeſty will call in queſtion. 

But having mention'd Poetry, I muſt go a- 
ſide a little to ſalute my worthy Friend the 
Profeſſor of, or to ſpeak more properly, the 
Reader in, that Faculty in Oxford, who has 
befriended the World ſo much by his incom- 
parable Performances ot that kind, eſpeci- 
ally his lateſt: I will own he has taught me, 
and I helieve ſome other Gentlemen who had 
loſt their Latin, the true Grammatical Con- 
ſtruction of Virgil, and deſerves not our Ac- 
knowledgments only, but thoſe ot Eaton and 
Weſtminſter. JI am ſenſible, Conſtruction is 
as neceſſary to the Rehſh and Uſe of an Au- 
thor, as Chewing is to Taſte and Digeſtion. 
However, I mult take upon me to admoniſh 
him of one great Miſtake, and I know that 
the Modeſty of the Man, and the good Na- 
ture familiar to him, and which ſhines as 
much 1a his Converſation; as Wit and true 
Poetry does in his Works, will bear it from 
a Friend, He has more than once, as I re- 
member, put Jeſſamine for Sweetmarjoram, 
the true Verſion ; but as this, and a few 
more, are his only Variations from the Let- 
ter of the Original, it may well be excus'd ; 
my Fear is, that Schoolboys may come to 
ſuffer by his Miſtake. I dare venture to af- 
firm, in favour ot that good Por-hearb, that 
Sweetmarjoram is not improper either in 
Broth or Heroicks. | Tho 


(625) 


nd Tho' I think what has been urg'd, is ſuf- 


of ficient to weigh in tavour of the Faculty I 
have here eſpous'd ; yet, upon occaſion, I. 
a- could allow all this to go for nothing, and 
he . place the Controverſy upon another Footing, 
he and argue from the natural Dignity of Me- 
nas dicine it ſelf, and the univerſal Uſe and Be- 
m- netit of it to Mankind: For it is well known, 
ci- that Phyſick has been always neceſſary to 
ne, the World, and what Mankind cannot be 
ad without. It has been requiſite in all Ages 
on- and Places, which is more than can be aſ- 
\c- ſerted in behalt of Law, either Civil or Ca- 
nd non. I don't believe they know any thing 
is of theſe in China or the Magul's Country, but 
Lu- we know they do of Phyſick, which prevails 
on. in the Eaſt, which ſupplies us with great 
iſh part of our Materia Medica, and no Engliſh 
lat Maa ought in Gratitude to forget, that the 
Ja- great Genius and Honour of Eugland was | 
as cur'd ot a Fit of the Gout by a ſalutary Moſs 
ue from the Eaſt. 
om But that is not all, the Force of Phyſick 
re- goes further than the Body, and is of uſe in 
un, relieving the Mind under moſt of its Diſor- 
ew ders: And this I dare venture to affirm, 
et- having frequently made the Experiment up- 
3 on my own Perſon with never failing Succeſs; 
to and this I did by the Direction of my wor- 
af- thy Pariſh Miniſter, who is indeed an excel- | 
nat lent Divine, and withal an able Phyſician, | 
in and a good Phyſician only to be the better | 
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(26 » 

| Divine. That good Man has often: _ 
s with- 2 Corilial or ext. 
— has cur' d me of a Love -· L by 
— 2 Vein, and removed and Re- 
by the Preſcription of a Draught, thence 
calPd bitter; and in theſe and other Inftan- 
ces, has convinc'd me, that Phyſick is of uſe 


to the very Saut. as far as that de s on 
che Craks of the: Body. 82 


— ſanari ut 
Cernimus er flecti Kuh — 


Lucret. 


And 1 am fo fully perſwaded of this, that L 
never ſee a Wretch go to Execution; but I 
lament that he had not been in the Hands of 
a good Phyfician, who wou'd have corrected 
thoſe peccant Humours of his Body which 
brought him to that untimely Death. 

Now can any thing like this be pleaded in 
behalf of one or other of the two Laws we 
are dealing with, or of both together. By 
the way, 8 here, that theſe two 
Laws, Civil and Canon, are put in Cou 
for their unluckineſs, and, 1 think, 
to be muxxled too. 2 — 
v of the preſent Diſpute, 
— — thing; now * fron 
this ſingle Faculty, without one Friend on 
Rae in ale its bir, 1 
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ſuould diſpute with a Pair at once, is as if 
one poor Blood-Hound ſhould engage wich a 
couple of Maſtifts ; or that a Man ſhould 
fight a Gentleman and his Lackey ; or 
with 2 ſingle Rapier againſt Sword and Pi- 
ſtol; 'tis very foul Play, and Standers-by 
ſhould interpoſe : So hard are the Terms of 
this Debate; but there is no Help for ir: 
Theſe two faft Friends can ſcarce be parte 
and are ſeldom found aſunder, they muſt riſe 
and fall together. My Lord Bacon us'd to ſay, 
very familiarly Mies I riſe, my 4 
riſes with me. I ask Pardon for the rudeneſs 
of the Alluſion; but ir is certain that the 


Canon Law is but the Tail, the Fag-end, or 


Foot-man of the Civil, and like Vermin in 
rotten Wood, roſe in the Church in the A 


of its Corruption, and when it wanted Phyſik 


to purge it. 
- ButI am weary of proving ſo plain a Point: 
To me it is clear beyond Contradiction that 
the Antiquity and Dignity of Phy ſick do give 
it the Precedence of Civil Law and ies Friend. 
I could here very eaſily ſtop the Mouths of 
Ecclefiaftical Civilians, by an Example or 
two of great Authority ; but I hope they 
will take the hint, and fave me the Trow- 
ble: And for Lay-Profeffors, J will only 
ſay, he that is not convinc'd has little Sen 
not only of Religion (perhaps that is their 
leaſt Conſideration) but of good Manners, and 
Lyaly, and good Felonſbip. The Blood of 
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the de Medicis flows in the beſt Veins in Es- 
rope, and I know not how far any Slight of- 
fer'd to the Faculty may exaſperate the pre- 
ſent King of Fance, or the Grand Duke, to 
a Reſentment prejudicial to our Wines, and 
the publick Peace, and the preſent poſture of 
Affairs. All that love their Country, and right 
ood Horence, will perceive by this, on which 
de of the Argument they ought to appear. 
And now for the univerſal Peace of Man- 
kind, I make the following Rule, to be ob- 
ſerved by all Profeſſors in each Faculty, and 
their Underſtrappers, I decree, that a Doc- 
tor of Phylick ſhall take Place of a Doctor of 
Laws; a Surgeon of an Advocate, an Apo- 
thecary of a Proctor of Office, and a Tooth- 
drawer of a Regiſter in the Court. I intend- 
ed this for a Parallel; but here it fails me, 
and the Lines meet. CHEF: <> 
I ſhall now only obſerve further, that as 
the Caſe ſeems deſperate on the fide of Civi- 
lians in point of Reaſon, ſo J hear they have 
another Game to play, and are for appealing 
to Authority, as I have known a School-boy 
fairly beaten at Cuffs, run with a bloody 


THY 


Noſe to complain to his Maſter. I am cre- 


dibly inform'd, there is a Deſign on Foot to 


Abring in Heads of a Bill in favour of Civili- 


ans next Seſſion of Parliament; but how ge- 
nerous that ſort of Procecding is, I leave the 
World to judge. I am but one, and will 


certainly oppo 


e any ſuch Motion in my 
e 28 Place, 


(29) 


1 Place, tho from the Number of Civilians in 
f the Houſe, I have reaſon to apprehend it will 
- be ro little Purpoſe. The College, a true 
0 Alma mater, has dubb'd moſt of us Doctors, 
d and has been more Wiſe than Chriſtian in her 
f Favours of that kind, for ſhe has not given ho- 
t ping for nothing again. 
h But here I enter my Proteſt againſt all De- 
ſigns that may an) 7 ere ſo great 
- and illuſtrious a Body of Mea as our College 
- of Phyſicians are, and I ſhall take care to 
4 draw out the Subſtance of this Argument, 
- and preſent it in ſhort Heads to each Member 
f at a proper time, and am not without ſome 
- Hopes that Reaſon may weigh with them. 
- In the mean rime I hope a worthy Gen- D uh 


| tleman, a Member of our Houſe, will ſtand 778 
3 up on that Occaſion, and aſſert the Rights 472 

5 a Faculty which he has enter'd into, and 
does an Honour to. It muſt be remember'd 
to his Credit, that being equally skill'd in 
Phyſick, and Civil Law, and perhaps in Di- 
vinity as well as either, he choſe to commence 
in Medicine, having chiefly qualify'd him- 
ſelf for that noble Faculty by repeated Tra- 
vels,and enrich'd his Mind with many curious 
Obſervations, which the World may, in time, 
expect incredible Benefit from. 

If any Man thinks fit to reply to this Ar- 
gument, and rectify any Miſtakes in it, I de- 
ſire him to preſerve his Temper, and debate 
the Matter with the ſame Coolneſs _ 1 
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